GEORGE THE THIRD
Oliver and Wilkes the authority of Parliament was set at defiance;
and tempers were quickly out of hand. It would be futile to
suggest that the Lord Mayor and the two Aldermen were actuated
by the highest constitutional motives: they had concerted to-
gether to attack a House of Commons which was composed
mainly of their political enemies merely in the hope of being
able to put the Government to a disadvantage.
Their challenge was one which no self-respecting monarch and
Prime Minister could refuse to accept. Taking their stand on the
sure ground of protecting the Legislature from attack from
without they both agreed—doubtless with the greatest reluctance
—to pursue the matter to the bitter end. The King, as soon as
he heard that Brass Crosby and the Aldermen were resolved to
defy the motion of the Commons, urged North to take the
strongest measures against the three men. In a letter written
to the Prime Minister on March iyth the King said:
The authority of die House of Commons is totally anihilated if it
is not in an exemplary manner supported tomorrow, by instantly
committing the Lord Mayor and Alderman Oliver to the Tower;
as to Wilkes he is below the notice of the House.
At the same time North was enjoined to see the Law Officers
in order to consult with them as to the proper procedure in
dealing with Brass Crosby and Oliver, both of whom were
Members of Parliament. George was determined that North
should not repeat Grenville's mistake of ordering an illegal
committal.
The same letter again proves how much the King disliked the
whole business.   In conclusion he said to North:
You know very well I was averse to meddling with the Printers,
but now there is no retracting, the honour of the Commons must
be supported.
He was also convinced that the best way of dealing with Wilkes
was to ignore him. In a letter written to North on March 2Oth
George observed:
I owne I could have wished that Wilkes had not been ordered
before the House; for he must be in a jail the next term if not
given new life by some punishment inflicted on him, which will
bring him new Supplies; and I do not doubt he will hold such
a language that will oblige some notice to be taken of him.
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